
          
 

Who we are 
 

 [Your organization] is a member of the Strong Nonprofits for a Better New York 
Campaign. 

 We are one of more than 350 nonprofit human services providers from across the State 
that have come together to call on the State to make key investments to strengthen the 
human services sector. 

 Human services are the foundation of our communities, providing critical interventions 
to constituents, including after-school programs, supportive housing, job training, 
community centers, and more. 

 
Key Points: 
 

 New York State relies heavily on nonprofit human services providers to deliver essential 
services in their communities, but the majority of State contracts do not cover the full 
costs of running programs. 

 As a result of funding gaps, nonprofits are often forced to delay crucial physical and 
technological infrastructure upgrades and repairs, in order to maintain consistent 
service delivery. 

 Delays in infrastructure repairs/updates can have severe adverse effects for human 
services nonprofits and their clients, including interruptions in service delivery, 
restrictions to the number of clients served, and even create risk of harm to employees’ 
and clients’ emotional and physical health and safety. 

 [Discuss how infrastructure needs impact your organization: Have gaps in funding 
prevented critical structural repairs or technology updates? What impact has that had 
on program delivery or client outcomes? Do you have health or safety concerns?] 

 We encourage the State to commit to a recurring infrastructure investment of $100 
million, as well as implement a clear and accessible application process for nonprofits 
statewide to secure funding.  

 [Discuss any attempts or inquiries by your organization to apply for NICIP or SAM 
funding, and why a clear and straightforward process is important.] 

 
 
Background 
 

Strong Nonprofits for a Better New York 
Talking Points – Human Services Infrastructure 
Investment   



 Human services nonprofits provide vital services to the public, including [discuss the 
services provided by your organization]. 

 In 2015, Governor Cuomo created the Nonprofit Infrastructure Capital Investment 
Program (NICIP), to help meet the capital and technological needs of New York’s 
nonprofits, allotting $120 million in non-recurring NICIP funds in the years since. 

 More recently, $475 million was appropriated for State and Municipal Facilities (SAM) 
funding for nonprofits in FY2019. 

 We thank the Governor and the Legislature for its past budget allocations through the 
Nonprofit Infrastructure Capital Investment Program (NICIP) and State and Municipal 
Facilities (SAM) Funding. 

 The need for capital funding far exceeds the initial appropriation: 635 nonprofit 
organizations applied for NICIP funding since the program’s creation and only 237 were 
awarded it, indicating a significant need for investment in infrastructure across the 
State. 

 A recurring allocation of $100 million will enable nonprofit human services providers 
across the State to repair, reinforce, expand, and update their physical and 
technological infrastructure.* 

 This investment is an important step in meeting the infrastructure needs of a sector that 
delivers nearly $6.8 billion in essential services annually.  

 In addition to sustaining nonprofits, these investments bolster local economies by 
engaging local contractors and technology professionals to support these projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*NOTE: At this stage of the FY2020 campaign, Strong Nonprofits for a Better New York is not 

advocating specifically for NICIP or SAM, as our primary objective is securing the stated amount 

of infrastructure funding. If, however, legislators press you on which investment program your 

organization would prefer, please feel free to respond with the following:  

“At this point, our primary goal is ensuring $100 million of infrastructure investment. While we 

do not have an explicit preference for NICIP versus SAM, we do not know of any nonprofits who 

have yet received SAM funding, and as a result are not confident that it is the most appropriate 

solution.” 


